Dear students,
Congratulations to all who
wrote the Secondary Entrance
Assessment (SEA) examination
on March 31st 2022. You have
completed the second phase of
your formal education, and what
a milestone it is. I am sure you
are relieved that it is over. Today
would not be possible without
the care and guidance of your
principals, teachers, parents and
guardians. They have been your
circle of support; emotionally
and physically all along this
challenging road.
The next leg of your journey will require greater discipline and
personal responsibility. Your secondary school years will be
filled with hard work and tough choices; but most importantly
you will have exciting new experiences. It will also bring
numerous opportunities for your growth and development.
Simply put, secondary school is a major phase in the journey
of your life, and brings with it several changes. Going to
secondary school is an exciting transition, it has a lot to offer—
it’s the place where you start figuring out who you are, and
understanding what’s important to you; it’s where you stretch
your limits and set the foundation for the rest of your life.
As secondary school students, a lot will be expected of you.
You are now the next generation of leaders of Trinidad and
Tobago, the next innovators, change agents. So as you enter
into your new school, set goals for yourself, be prepared to
work just as hard as you did in your preparation for your SEA
examination and always be open to learn.
The Ministry of Education remains committed to working with
your principals, teachers and other staff to ensure all students
continue to have access to the highest quality education. We
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will continue to collaborate with all stakeholders to provide a
most safe and secure school environment.
As I close, I remind you that the values and motto of the school
must be upheld at all times, and you must always respect your
teachers and those in authority. I urge you to live our national
watch words of Discipline, Production and Tolerance, and to
embrace this opportunity for secondary education with both
hands as you continue to work hard. Focus on your studies
and do your best, may your education journey be marked by
success!
My sincere congratulations to you.
Dr the Honourable Nyan Gadsby-Dolly
Minister of Education
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Q&

A

Answers to your frequently asked questions
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Q1:

What are the components of the Secondary 			
Entrance Assessment (SEA)?

A1:

The SEA comprises three test papers in the following 		
subjects:
• English Language Arts Writing
• English Language Arts
• Mathematics

Q2:

How are the subjects in the SEA scored and 		
weighted?

A2:

The subjects are scored and weighted as follows:

Subject
Maximum Weighting of
			
Raw Score the Standard
				
Score
(i) English Language Arts Writing
20
40%
(ii) English Language Arts

64 (100)

60%

(iii) Mathematics		

75 (100)

100%

* English Language Arts & Mathematics raw scores are further
scaled out of 100. Then each raw score is converted to
a standard score which is then weighted accordingly before
they are added together to give the Composite Standard
Score (weighted).

Q3:

Who is responsible for the marking of the SEA 		
Test papers?

A3:

The Caribbean Examination Council (CXC) has the 		
responsibility for constructing the test papers and 		
scoring them under standardized conditions.
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Q4:

What is the process for placement?

A4:

Students’ marks (raw scores) on all subjects are 		
converted to standard scores. Each standard score is 		
then weighted and combined. The combined standard
scores are used to assign students to one of the
following types of secondary schools:
• Government secondary schools
• Government-assisted secondary schools
• Private secondary schools
• Junior Life Centres

Q5:

What criteria is used to place students in 			
secondary schools?

A5:

Students are assigned to secondary schools according
to the following criteria:
• Parent’s choices
• Student’s performance by order of merit
• Principal’s 20% selection (Denominational 		
		 schools)
• Gender
• Residence
• Multiple birth
Q6:

Where can I obtain information about my child’s 		
performance on the SEA?

A6:

Each child receives a Student Performance Report
(See page 12) at his/her primary school. This report
must be kept safely. Additionally, using information
from the student’s SEA Admission Slip you can log into
the SEA Online Results portal on the Ministry of
Education’s webpage and view the information.
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Q7:

Why are some students placed in schools which
are not among their choices?

A7:

Firstly, students are assigned to schools based on 		
order of merit, choice and the intake of schools. 		
If a student’s score does not allow him/her to be 		
placed in any one of his/her four choices, he/she is 		
assigned to an available secondary school as close
as possible to his/her residence.

Q8:

Where do I obtain the registration date for the 		
secondary school to which my child has been 		
assigned?

A8:

The date can be found on the Student Performance 		
Report. Parents/Guardians are strongly advised to
contact the secondary school for more specific 		
details prior to the registration date.

Q9:

What is required for registration of a student?

A9:

A parent/guardian must accompany the student to the
school and provide the following information for the 		
child:
• Student Performance Report
• Birth Certificate
• Proof of citizenship if he/she is a national 		
		
born outside of Trinidad and Tobago
• Valid student permit and any relevant 			
		
documents if he/she is a non-national
• Any other information as requested by the
school
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Q10: What can I do if I am not satisfied with the
placement of my child?
A10: You may:
• Request a review of the marks obtained
• Request a transfer
• Have the child repeat the SEA, once all criteria are
met and there is available space at a primary 		
school
Q11: How do I request a review of my child’s scores?
Complete and return the Request for Review Form
available at the Education District Office with 		
responsibility for your child’s primary school, no
later than five (5) working days after the release of
the SEA results.
•
A fee of Barbados $25, will be charged for the
review of each test paper.
•
Obtain a bank draft payable to the “Registrar, 		
Caribbean Examinations Council” from any
commercial bank and attach it to the Request for 		
Review Form.
•
Results received from CXC, will be processed by
the Ministry of Education and made available at 		
the Education District Offices on a date to be
announced.
•
The outcome of a review could result in one of
the following:
(a) no change in scores, therefore, school
assigned remains the same,
       (b) change in scores but insufficient to change
school assigned, and
(c) change in scores resulting in a change of
school assigned.			

A11: •
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Q12: How do I apply for a transfer for my child?
A12: On the day of registration, complete a Request for 		
Transfer Form which will be available at the 			
secondary school to which your child has
been assigned.
A student must be registered at the assigned 			
secondary school before being considered for a 		
transfer.
Transfers are NOT GUARANTEED. It depends on the
availability of places in the secondary school that has
been
requested.
Note
that
all
secondary
schools received their full quota of students
during the placement process.
The criteria used for a transfer are as follows:
• Student Performance (merit)
• Change of Address
• Medical condition that must be verified by a
medical certificate and school records
• Special needs that must be supported by the
relevant documentation
Release of transfer results will be available at the 		
respective Education District Offices on a date to be 		
announced.
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Q13: What should I do if I decide not to allow my child 		
to take up his/her place at the Secondary School?
A13: Complete the Parent Declaration Form, which is 		
available at both the primary and secondary schools. 		
Submit the form either to the principal of your primary 		
school or to the principal of the secondary school to 		
which the student was assigned.
The Parent Declaration Form is confirmation that you 		
have decided that your child will not be accepting the 		
place in the secondary school to which he/she was 		
assigned. A completed Parent Declaration Form is 		
NOT a request for a transfer.
Failure to register at the secondary school assigned 		
or submit a completed Parent Declaration Form will
be interpreted as non-acceptance of the place and 		
consequently it may be assigned to another student.
Q14: What criteria are used to determine which 			
students will re-sit the SEA in 2023?
A14: Students who were born after August 31st, 2009 and 		
whose average score was 30% or less in the 2022 		
SEA will be required to re-sit the exam.
Q15: Why is my child required to re-sit the SEA in 2023?
A15: Students who have scored 30% or less have not yet 		
mastered the basic competencies of numeracy 			
and literacy. In such cases the child needs additional
assistance to prepare him/her for secondary 			
education.
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Q16: Why has my child who is older than 13 years and 		
who scored 30% or less, been placed in a
Junior Life Centre?
A16: Given your child’s age and performance, he/she is 		
better able to benefit from the remedial/alternative
education programme that will be offered at a Junior 		
Life Centre.
Q17: What are some of the challenges my child may 		
face moving from primary to secondary school?
A17: Some of the challenges are:
• Learning new subjects skills
• Managing time constructively
• Travelling to and from new locations
• Meeting and making new friends
• Knowing and obeying new school rules
• Securing school books and other resources
• Dealing with conflict
• Managing money efficiently
• Knowing the roles of the various school 			
		
personnel e.g. Form Teacher, Dean of 			
		
Discipline, and Guidance Officer
Q18: What challenges will my child face repeating 		
Standard 5?
A18: Some of the challenges include:
• Coping with disappointment about the results
• Re-adjusting to a new group of students
• Improving performance level
• Remaining focused while repeating lessons 		
		
previously taught
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Q19: What can I do if my child has serious emotional 		
difficulty coping with the results?
A19: Counselling assistance is available from the Student
Support Services Division (SSSD) of the Ministry of
Education. You may call the SSSD at 622-2181
ext. 1033-36, Monday to Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 		
4:00 p.m. for further information.
Alternatively, you may seek counselling from a private
practitioner.
Q20: Where can I find additional information about the 		
SEA?
A20: You may visit the online platform of the Ministry of
Education at moe.gov.tt, the official source for any
additional information regarding the SEA.
You may also contact the Education District Offices 		
(See page 14) or the Examination Unit of the Ministry 		
of Education at 622-2181 ext. 1100-1113 should 		
you need any assistance.
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Explanation of a
STUDENT PERFORMANCE REPORT
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A.

The name of the student who wrote the SEA.

B.

The identification number assigned to the student.

C.

The date of birth of the student.

D.

The primary school code/name where the student 		
wrote the SEA.

E.

A table that indicates the scores obtained by the 		
student in the subjects written for the SEA.

F.

The Composite Standard Score is used to rank and 		
place students. It is determined by using a statistical 		
formula applied to the actual scores.

G.

The Percentile Rank describes on a scale of 1 to 99,
a student’s relative standing in relation to the student
population sitting the SEA. It gives an idea of
approximately how many students scored the same or
lower than the student’s composite standard score.

H.

“National” indicates that among all the students who 		
wrote the SEA, Siarra Sam scored at the 95th 			
percentile. That meant that if 20,000 students wrote 		
the SEA approximately 19,000 scored the same or
less than her or 1000 students scored more than her.

I.

“Female” indicates that among all the female 			
students who wrote the SEA, Siarra Sam scored at 		
the 97th percentile. That meant that if 10,000 female 		
students wrote the SEA approximately 9,700 scored 		
the same or less than her or 300 female students 		
scored more than her.

J.

The secondary school code/name to which the student
was assigned.

K.

The date for the student to register at the secondary 		
school.
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Bishop’s Centenary College**
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Bishop’s High, Tobago
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